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Head of School’s Report 
With 2010 coming to a close this is the final Quadrivia for 
the year. Two events have just occurred which in a sense 
encapsulate the core business of the School. From 3rd to 5th 
December the University hosted the successful Australasian 
Society for Continental Philosophy Annual Conference at 
UQ, for which the School was part sponsor. I attended the 
conference reception on Friday 3rd December. In my 
welcome speech I noted how central philosophy and 
intellectual history were to the future of the School. They 
are unifying concepts that bind together all of the discipline 
areas in the School, and bind the School into the other 
Schools in the Faculty of Arts and its Centres, particularly 
the Centre for the History of European Discourses. It is 
reassuring when it all seems to be coming together. 

 

Another event occurred on the 7th: the initial lunch of the 
Queensland Historical Atlas, which comes out of HPRC‘s 
Centre for the Government of Queensland. The Atlas 
project team will be holding similar celebrations in other 
parts of the State in 2011. The Centre has an ambitious 
agenda to collect, conserve and use digital technology to 
disseminate the rich history of Queensland. Through the 
Centre, the School reaches out to our community and uses 
the history of the State as a platform to explore new ways 
of presenting knowledge. The Queensland Historical Atlas is 
part of a 3-year ARC-funded project that has involved 
more than 110 contributors from all parts of Queensland, 
Australia and internationally. The Atlas website contains 
more than 170 essays, with over 1,000 maps, images and 
objects. The content is currently just over 200,000 words. 
To access the Atlas go to www.qhatlas.com.au. The Atlas 
will be a major contribution to new research on the 
Queensland landscape. My congratulations to Peter 
Spearritt, Marion Stell, Geoff Ginn and the rest of the team 
at the Center for the quite mammoth undertaking that is 
the Queensland Historical Atlas.  

 

My best wishes to all staff and students for the upcoming 
festive season. 

Clive Moore 

 

New School Manager 
With some delight, I can now announce that HPRC has a 
new School Manager, Rebecca (Beck) Hurst, presently 
acting School Manager in EMSAH. She will begin with 
HPRC in a shared appointment with EMSAH during 
December and become full time from the New Year. It is a 
pleasure to welcome Beck to the School and I look forward 
to her presence in this important role. 

Clive Moore 

 

Thesis Completions 
Congratulations to all of our graduate students who have 
completed their degrees and the best of luck for the next 
stage of their careers. 

 

Sylvia Bannah (History, PhD): Birds, Bees and birth con-
trol: a history of family planning in Queensland 1971-2001. 

 

Heather Castel (History, PhD): Transitional justice and 
the politics of pragmatism: addressing historical injustices 
and atrocities through truth commissions — perspectives 
from the South African TRC and the East Timorese 
CAVR. 

 

Aaron Ghiloni (Religion, PhD): Theology as Education: 
John Dewey in Dialogue with Christian Doctrine. 

 

Roisin Goss (History, PhD): The Life of Dr Eugen 
Hirschfeld (1866-1946). 

 

Marcus Harmes (History, PhD): Episcopal Authority and 
the Meaning of Reform in England, 1540-1690. 

 

Michael Pearce (Religion, PhD): Spirit houses and the 
intercession with discarnate entities in Thailand. 

 

John Pearn (History, MPhil): Chaplaincy in the Royal 
Brisbane Hospital. 

 

http://www.qhatlas.com.au/
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Congratulations to... 

Marguerite La Caze 
Marguerite has been given a 100% continuing appointment 
from the beginning of 2013. Congratulations! 

 

Roxanne Marcotte and Tom Stevenson 
Roxanne and Tom have received news of their promotion 
to Senior Lecturer from the beginning of 2011. Richly 
deserved!  

 

Peter Spearritt, Marion Stell, Geoff Ginn 
... and all their colleagues and collaborators on the 
Queensland Historical Atlas, which can be viewed at 
www.qhatlas.com.au. 

 

The Atlas was officially launched with the Vice-
Chancellor‘s participation on December 7 in a grand 

ceremony at the Customs 
House by Infrastructure 
Minister Stirling Hinch-
liffe. This was a great 
occasion for the History 
discipline — an opportu-
nity to showcase some 

fascinating historical work, as well as showing the capacity 
of historians to reach a broad and diverse audience. 

 

Good work by all concerned, and good to see the level of 
recognition this has achieved from the University. 

Andrew Bonnell 

 

Phil Dowe 
Phil was awarded an ARC Discovery Grant for ‗Theories of 
time and closed timelike curves‘: From the project 
summary: Do our views about time allow for time to be 
looped? Einstein‘s theories of relativity allow for warped 
and twisted structures of space and time, including some 
that permit time travel. This project shows how 
commonsense, traditional and contemporary scientifically-
based theories of time can be made consistent with these 
structures. 

 

Sylvie Shaw 
Sylvie Shaw and Prof Helen Ross have just received a 
$50,000 grant from UQ‘s Global Change Institute to 
study the incorporation of climate change adaptation and 
resilience-building from the catchments to Moreton Bay. 
Partners in this project overlap with those involved in our 
ARC Linkage project and include: the Dept. of 
Environment and Resource Management, Health 
Waterways, The SEQ Traditional Owners Alliance and, for 
the first time, the National Climate Change Adaptation 
Research Facility at Griffith University 

 

Martin Crotty 
Martin Crotty was part of a team of successful applicants 
for an ARC Linkage Grant with the project title: ‗Anzac 
Day at home and abroad: a centenary history of Australia‘s 
national day,‘ which ‗will examine Anzac Day‘s complex 
and much contested history, retrieving private and 
collective memories of war through archival research and 
novel and participatory public history.‘ 

 

Farewell and thanks... 

Retirement of Professors Bob Elson and John 

Moorhead 
Professor Bob Elson retired from the School on Monday 
18th October. His farewell dinner was held on Thursday 4th 
of November at Royal Thai Orchid restaurant in Milton. 
Bob joined UQ as Professor of Southeast Asian History in 
July 2003. Previous to that he was long term staff member 
of Griffith University where he had been Professor since 
1994, a Faculty Dean and Director of the Asia Pacific 
Research Institute, among other tasks. 

 

Bob Elson is one of Australia‘s most distinguished 
Asianists, particularly of Indonesia. His career began with 
work on Javanese agriculture and the peasantry, moved to 
the peasantry more widely in Southeast Asia, and then to a 
political biography of President Suharto and finally a book 
on the idea of Indonesia as a nation that emerged from an 
archipelago previously under Dutch colonial rule. Author 
of six books and thirty-two refereed articles and chapter, 
his Suharto biography was translated into Bahasa Indonesia 
and Dutch. He is a member of the Australian Academy of 
Humanities and has been involved with the ARC and the 
Australian Asian Studies Association. Bob was an excellent 
teacher at undergraduate and RHD level and held the 
position of Director of Research in the School for several 
years. On his retirement he was made an Emeritus 
Professor at UQ and an Honorary Consultant in HPRC. 

 

His retirement dinner was attended by staff and ex-staff 
from Griffith University and the 
University of Queensland, and 
his postgraduate students. Bob 
and Elizabeth have retired to 
Mons on the Sunshine Coast, 
half way up Buderim Mountain, 
in a house in the middle of a 
rainforest. We wish Bob and 

Elizabeth well and promise to visit (not all at once). 

 

Professor John Moorhead will retire at the end of 2011 
after a long and distinguished career as a Medieval 
historian. John joined the History Department in 1976 as a 
lecturer and progressed through the University until he was 
promoted to professor in 2000, when he became the 

http://www.qhatlas.com.au/
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McCaughey Professor of History. In 2008 he took a 50% 
fractional appointment which ends on 31st December 2010.  

 

John is an eminent scholar of Medieval Europe. He was 
made a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Humanities in 
2002, he is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, a Life 

Member of Clare Hall, Cambridge 
University, and has been a 
Visiting Fellow at University of 
Edinburgh and Princeton 
University. During his years at 
UQ he has built up Medieval 
History as a substantial 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
teaching area. Most of his 
research has been on the history 

of the Mediterranean area in late antiquity and the early 
middle ages. John‘s overriding interest has been in how the 
relatively unitary civilization of the Roman Empire 
developed into the very different zones of western 
Christendom, the Byzantine Empire and part of the world 
of Islam, and the connection between these developments 
and a movement in political and economic power away 
from the Mediterranean. He also has substantial interests in 
three other areas: the Fathers of the Church, especially 
those writing in Latin in late antiquity; France in the central 
Middle Ages, especially its political history and the 
phenomenon of pilgrimage; and the papacy in the early 
Middle Ages. His work on the Mediterranean area in late 
antiquity has yielded 5 books: on Theoderic, King of Italy, 
Justinian, Byzantine Emperor, St Ambrose of Milan, 
Gregory the Great, and The Roman Empire Divided, as well as 
translations, articles and chapters. After his retirement he 
will made an Emeritus Professor at UQ and an Honorary 
Consultant in HPRC. We wish John well and value his 
continuing connection with HPRC. 

Clive Moore 

 

Study tours 
In 2011 Kriston Rennie and Amelia Brown will be running 
study tours to Europe. Good luck to our intrepid 
colleagues! 

 

In February 2011, Amelia will take 20 or so students to 
major archaeological sites and museums in Greece, inclu-
ding at Athens, Olympia and Delphi. William Grey will also 
be joining them, and providing insight into the philosophy 
of Plato and Aristotle in the ruins of their classrooms at the 
Academy and Lyceum. The students will be researching a 
range of topics in Ancient Greek history, literature, archi-
tecture and art for presentations to one another on-site. 

 

http://www.uq.edu.au/news/?article=22101 

 

In July 2011, Kriston is running his inaugural ―Medieval 
Study Tour‖ (HIST2013) to southern France, with the aim 
of developing a greater understanding of the Albigensian 
Crusade and Cathar History. Provisional destinations 
include Paris, Montpellier, Béziers, Narbonne, Carcassonne, 
Albi, Toulouse, and many others. 

 

http://www.uq.edu.au/news/?article=22378 

 

Publications 

Books 
Kriston Rennie, Law and Practice in the Age of Reform: The 
Legatine Work of Hugh of Die (1073-1106) (Turnout: 
Brepols, 2010). 

Offering a rare and first-hand account of law 
and practice in the late 11th century, this book 
examines the legatine work of the most active, 
itinerant, and influential members of the 
eleventh-century church reform movement in 
France: Hugh (Hugo), bishop of Die (1073-
82), archbishop of Lyons (1082-1106), and 

papal legate to Gregory VII (1075-85) and Urban II (1094-
99). A book launch is planned for February. 

 

Christi Favor, Gerald Gaus and Julian Lamont (eds). Essays 
on Philosophy, Politics and Economics, (Stanford, California: 
Stanford University Press, 2010).  

This collection aims to build conceptual and 
analytical bridges between philosophy, 
political science, and economics that will 
enable all these disciplines to contribute in a 
richer and more sophisticated way to 
debates about fundamental policy issues 
affecting our societies. The book is divided 
into six parts, examining: (i) the place of 

assumptions of rationality and human values in economic 
analysis; (ii) how theories of economic desert may figure 
into our evaluation of economic outcomes; (iii) how the 
core economic criterion of efficiency relates to other values; 
(iv) how the basic economic model of humans as choosers 
relates to the moral ideas of consent and autonomy; (v) 
how moral standards can be applied dynamically, in the 
sense that they concern not simply how we act towards 
present, but also future, generations; and (vi) finally, how 
insights from both economics and ethics can help us better 
frame public policies. Each part explores underlying values, 
principles, and conceptual frameworks for public policy 
formation and considers how morality and justice should 
enter into that formation. The collection as a whole 
illustrates the value of philosophers‘ contributions to public 
policy debates by specifically considering many public 
policy questions of central importance to contemporary 
societies. 

 

http://www.uq.edu.au/news/?article=22101
http://www.uq.edu.au/news/?article=22378
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Articles and chapters 
Andrew Bonnell, ‗Shylock and Othello under the Nazis.‘ 
German Life and Letters, Vol.63, 2, April 2010, pp.166-178. 

 

Andrew Bonnell, ‗Stephen Roberts and the Nazi Threat, 
1938-39.‘ In Emily Turner-Graham and Christine Winter 
eds, National Socialism in Oceania, Berne: Peter Lang, 2010, 
pp.185-199. 

 

Adam Bowles, ‗The Failure of Dharma.‘ Seminar, 608 
(2010): 26-31. 

 

Adam Bowles, ‗Governance and religious conflict in the 
18th c.: religion and the civil discourse of separateness in the 
Maratha polity.‘ South Asia 33.1 (2010): 61-74. 

 

John Mills, ‗Australia‘s mixed gauge railway system: a 
reassessment of its origins.‘ Journal of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society 96.1 (2010): 50-61. 

 

Neil Pembroke, ‗Human Dimension in Medical Care: 
Insights from Buber and Marcel.‘ Southern Medical Journal 
103.12 (2010): 1210-1213. 

 

Neil Pembroke, ‗From Tourist to Pilgrim: Individualization, 
Christianization, and the Sacraments.‘ Worship 84.5 (2010): 
403-419 

 

Kriston Rennie, ‗At Arm‘s Length: Papal Legates in 
Normandy (11th and 12th centuries).‘ Revue dõhistoire 
ecclésiastique 105 (2010): 331-45. 

 

The Antiquities Museum in 2010 
This past year, 2010, has been busy and successful for the 
Antiquities Museum, with the commencement of several 
new projects for 2011 and beyond, as well as the ongoing 
success of our education programs. With Dr Puttock on 
leave during Semester 1 due to illness, the museum was 
glad to welcome Dr Amelia Brown as acting director. She 
provided vital assistance to the Museum and, since Sonia‘s 
return to work early in Semester 2, has maintained a keen 
and welcome interest in the collection. 

 

Along with 11 casual staff, the Museum worked with a 
team of 31 volunteers during the year, and had 4 work 
experience students. Due to ongoing advertising and re-
structuring to bring them into line with the new history 
syllabus, our successful education programs have continued 
to grow in the past few years, with 1777 primary and high 
school students visiting the collection in 2010, up from 
1625 in 2009. The Museum has also seen extensive use in 
UQ teaching, with 9 courses utilizing the collection in some 
way, including courses from Ancient History, Museum 

Studies and Archaeology. Such education programs are the 
‗bread and butter‘ of the Museum‘s work and in 2011, we 
hope to further our outreach and education programs to 
include many more schools and courses.  

 

Late in 2009, the Museum undertook a complete audit 
which identified and photographed over 95% of the collec-
tion. This project greatly assisted the further digitisation of 
Museum files during November 2010. This in turn was part 
of the packing and storage of much of the Museum for 
2011 during the refurbishment of the Michie building. Part 
of the collection will remain on display in 2011 for educa-
tion and research in a space kindly provided by the UQ Art 
Museum. Looking further into the future, the Museum 
hopes to expand upon the recent successful completion of 
its ‗first 10 years‘ database project, which will make the 
Museum‘s collection the first fully accessible University 
antiquities collection in Australia. Other projects include 
work on 3D scans of Museum objects for conservation and 
education purposes, in association with the school of 
ITEE; the publication of a Museum highlights catalogue; 
and preparations for the gala reopening of the Museum in 
the refurbished Michie building early in 2012.  

 

Finally, the Museum is set to star in a new movie, starring 
actors from both America and India, and scheduled for 
release in 2011. Over the next month, while parts of the 
collection are put in storage, the Museum will undergo a 
great transformation in the lead up to filming. Further 
information shall soon be forthcoming and we will be sure 
to keep the staff of the School informed about new 
developments.  

James Donaldson 

 

World Philosophy Day 
World Philosophy Day is an international event observed 
annually on the third Thursday of November to honor 
philosophical reflection around the world. This year the 
anniversary was on November 18. It was celebrated at UQ 
with a World Philosophy Day oration by Associate 
Professor William Grey, who reflected on the theme ‗What 
does it mean to be a Philosopher?‘ In this lecture Dr Grey 
explored the role of philosophy and philosophers both 
historically and in contemporary society.  

 

World Philosophy Day was established by UNESCO in 
2002, as a day for people to share thoughts, and to openly 
explore and discuss ideas and inspire public debate or 
discussion on society‘s challenges. The objective is to make 
philosophy accessible and to create opportunities for 
reflection, rational discussion and to foster independent 
and critical thought. 
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The significant social issue that Dr Grey addressed 
concerned the challenge that we face, individually and 
collectively, to ensure a sustainable future. Dr Grey 
suggested that a corporate-sponsored disinformation about 
the consequences of treating the atmosphere as an open 
sewer may constitute a crime against humanity, and perhaps 
also a crime against nature. 

 

Dr Grey also asked whether the misery and injustice in-
flicted on tens of millions by the Catholic Church‘s socially, 
ecologically and ethically indefensible ban on contraception 
may also come to be seen by future generations as a crime 
against humanity. It is of interest to note that the day fol-
lowing the lecture the Pope announced a relaxation in the 
Catholic Church‘s ban on the use of condoms. A number 
of people have commented on the fact that Dr Grey‘s 
views are evidently closely monitored by the Vatican.  

 

Following the talk refreshments were served accompanied 
by further philosophical discussion. The catering was 
extremely generous because St Leo‘s, whose quote for 
catering was not accepted, somehow crossed some wires 
and catered for the event anyway.  

 

As well as Dr Grey‘s address, the UQ Student Philosophy 
Association (SPA) hosted an ‗Ask a Philosopher‘ booth, 
where they responded to questions from all and sundry. All 
in all it was a day of Socratic (and other) discussion, which 
provided an opportunity to celebrate the end of semester in 
a truly philosophical fashion. In 2011 World Philosophy 
Day will be celebrated on November 17. 

William Grey 

 

Conference notices, research trips ... 
At the end of June 2009, I gave a paper at the World 
History Association conference in Salem, Massachusetts. 
The experience left me slightly sceptical about world 
history, but entirely won over by Salem.  

 

The conference was held at Salem State College, and lasted 
4 days, one of those mega-American jobs of numerous 
parallel sessions, mysterious internal politics, and wonderful 
book displays. I overheard someone say that she was so 
busy going to papers that she had missed the fact that 
Michael Jackson had died. 

 

I‘m unconvinced by world history. At its worst, it seemed 
in Salem to consist of American historians discovering that 
the non-western world has a history too, and appropriating 
it into a grand narrative. At its best, in the hands of 
established scholars, it offers opportunities for interesting 
syntheses, but for a freshly hatched postgraduate, it can be 
overwhelming, only suitable for the best read and most 

confident students (and those two characteristics don‘t 
appear together very often).  

 

There were a lot of commodity histories. My paper, on legal 
and illegal opium use in the 19th century, was part of an 
entire day of opium papers. We had hopes that these would 
eventually become an edited book, but the project has 
apparently fizzled. I shared a session with one of the true 
doyens of world history, Alfred Crosby, now in his 80s and 
very frail, and consequently had a large audience.  

 

Undoubtedly the best aspect of the conference was the 
involvement of the Peabody Essex Museum. This museum 
is the oldest in the US, dating from the days when 
American tea merchants from Salem brought back 
souvenirs from China and the Pacific. One such ‗souvenir‘ 
is a Hawaiian carved wooden deity, about 8 feet tall, the 
only one to survive early missionaries‘ iconoclasm. A 
private niche behind him usually contains offerings from 
visiting Hawaiians, even today.  

 

Everyone associates Salem with witches, of course, and the 
Arthur Miller estate should really get royalties on most 
Salem tourism, which tends towards kitschy broomsticks 
and witches hats. But in fact the place is drenched in 
history. It was the home of Nathaniel Hawthorne, who 
based The Scarlet Letter on local stories. It was also the 
main port for the China trade, until Boston took over, and 
left Salem to a slow, very genteel decline into obscurity. It‘s 
less than an hour from Boston on a local train - and highly 
recommended for a visit. 

Marion Diamond 

 

Partly thanks to School funding, I was able to present a 
new paper, ‗Levels and Causes‘ at Wollongong University in 
October, and at Purdue and Washington Universities in 
November. In philosophy it is productive to give a paper a 
few ‗outings‘ before attempt to publish, to improve the 
argument. At least, I find it is. The paper is about a well-
known argument for reductive physicalism, the ‗exclusion 
argument‘. Mental events (e.g. my deciding to do some-
thing) cannot cause anything physical (e.g. my doing that 
thing) unless the mental event just is some physical event 
(e.g. some neural happening), given that the physical event 
has a sufficient causal explanation in terms of the neural 
substrate. It is widely held that the exclusion argument 
works on a biff theory of causation (causation is a certain 
physical connection) but not on a diff theory (causation is a 
certain pattern of counterfactual dependence). But I argue 
that a biff theory is compatible with, but only with, a 
certain kind of non-reductive physicalism, known as 
‗inheritance‘, whereas the diff theory rules out inheritance 
in favour of autonomous non-reductive physicalism. 

Phil Dowe 

 

Over a warm ‗winter break‘ in Greece, I worked on three 
research projects at Corinth, visited five other archaeo-
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logical sites and museums, and enjoyed the resources of the 
Australian Archaeological Institute at Athens and the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens. My 
research at Corinth is conducted under the auspices of the 
American School and the Byzantine Ephoreia of the 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture, and I thank both those 
institutions as well as HPRC for this study trip.  

 

Building on my dissertation research, I am writing a paper 
on a number of statues from Late Antique (4th-6th century) 
Corinth, bringing together inscribed statue bases, torsos 
and heads excavated separately over more than a century. I 
worked on translations of the poems on the bases, which 
praise the man or woman depicted by the statue, generally a 
civic benefactor, and started to place the statues into their 
original context (on paper at least) on the Corinthian streets 
and around the public squares. I also put a few marble 
heads back onto bodies, and torsos back onto feet, as most 
of these portrait statues were torn down by Christian 
iconoclasts and built into walls in Medieval Corinth.  

 

My other two research projects involve cooperation with 
scholars from England, Denmark and Finland, first to 
study the treatment of public statuary in Late Roman 
Greece, and secondly to contextualize the Price Edict of 
Diocletian, the longest inscription and Roman law to 
survive from Antiquity. I particularly appreciated the 
chance to make ‗squeezes‘ or paper impressions of several 
important inscriptions while at Corinth. I also took the 
opportunity to hike some 27 km from Corinth to the 
Sanctuary of Hera at Perachora with professors and 
graduate students, savouring the landscape and a dip in the 
Vouliagmeni Lake at the end. It was nice to have a chance 
to contribute positively to the modern economy of Greece, 
and engage with the multicultural group of students and 
staff at the multi-period site of Ancient Corinth. 

 

Finally, I also visited the newly-opened museums to the 
east and west of Corinth at Isthmia and Sicyon, as well as 
the newly-completed Byzantine Museum in Athens, with 
exhibits spanning the 3rd to 19th centuries and ranging 
from sculpture and painting to textiles and manuscripts. I 
photographed as widely as allowed, both there and at the 
Eretria exhibit at the National Archaeological Museum. I 
then eagerly took notes in the three storeys of gleaming 
glass, concrete and marble of the New Acropolis Museum, 
with its special exhibit on Pericles, Son of Xanthippos and 
excellent café. I now look forward to a busy semester 
writing up and presenting this research, as well as teaching 
Advanced and Honours Greek. 

Amelia Brown 

 

In June this year I took advantage of HPRC‘s conference 
ravel funding to attend and present at the Australian 
Children‘s Literature Association for Research (ACLAR) 
conference at the University of Wollongong. The confe-

rence theme was ‗Children‘s Literature and its Politics: 
representation and the rules of engagement.‘ 

 

It is not the sort of conference, nor the location, that would 
usually send thrills of excitement through me, but a co-
author (Christina Spittel from the ANU) and I had been 
discussing a co-authored article about representations of 
grief in children‘s literature about World War I, and the 
conference was a convenient opportunity to try it out – as 
well as giving us a deadline that we had to stick to. 

 

Conferences are a mixed lot — sometimes gathering just 
seems to work intellectually and socially, leaving one 
inspired and energized. Alas this was at the other end of the 
spectrum. The feedback on our paper was approving but 
hardly insightful, and the papers I went to left me rather 
cold. I spent much of the time with my co-author revising 
our draft paper into a the preliminary draft of an article, 
and discussing Julia Gillard‘s deposing of Kevin Rudd, 
which happened while the conference was on. 

 

But it served its purpose. The face-to-face time with my co-
author was valuable, the article is drafted, and is almost 
ready for submission. My thanks to HPRC for the funding. 

Martin Crotty 

 

In September, I traveled to New Zealand to participate in 
the inaugural exchange between the Religious Studies 

departments of UQ and 
Victoria University, Welling-
ton. My paper ‗Interreligious 
Education: What Would 
Dewey Do?‘ experimented 
with a Deweyan/pragmatic 
approach to the growing field 

of interreligious education. Besides making for an 
interesting break from life in Brisbane, the feedback I 
received from the seminar was useful in improving the 
paper for publication. I encourage other research students 
to take part in future exchanges! 

Aaron Ghiloni 

 

Last November I spent almost one month in the US and 
Canada for my research in philosophy of physics. I first 
went at the end of October to San Diego to give a talk on 
ontic structural realism in quantum physics in the 
Philosophy of Physics Research Group of the University of 
California San Diego. Two days later I gave another talk on 
the notions of energy and mass in the general theory of 
relativity in the Southern California Philosophy of Physics 
Group at the University of California Irvine. I then spent 
three weeks at the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical 
Physics in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. My research stay at 
the Perimeter Institute took place within the framework of 
the Perimeter Institute - Australian Foundations (PIAF) 
partnership, of which the University of Queensland is a 
member. The Perimeter Institute is an amazing place 
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dedicated to research on foundational issues in theoretical 
physics, where the works of theoretical physicists and 
philosophers of physics sometimes meet. During my stay at 
the Perimeter Institute, I had fruitful interactions with the 
research groups in quantum foundations, quantum 
information and quantum gravity. Several new ideas 
emerged from these interactions. While in Canada I also 
went a few days to Montreal to present my paper entitled 
‗Gravitational and Non-Gravitational Energy: The Need 
for Background Sructures‘ at the 2010 Biennial Meeting of 
the Philosophy of Science Association (the paper has been 
accepted for publication in Philosophy of Science). The 
conference was very dense with many interesting talks and 
meetings with a lot of people. Back to Brisbane I closed 
this series of talks with two more talks at the Relativistic 
Quantum Information Workshop at the Customs House 
and at the PIAF workshop that I co-organized with Eric 
Cavalcanti and Samuel Colin from Griffith University. I am 
grateful to the School of History, Philosophy, Religion and 
Classics, to Prof. Milburn from the School of Mathematics 
and Physics and to the PIAF partnership for the financial 
support for this intense and fruitful period. 

Vincent Lam 

 

In October 2009 I travelled to Pretoria in South Africa to 
present a paper at the joint 10th University of South Africa 
Classics Colloquium/1st Symposium of New Testament 
and Early Christian Studies. The conference theme was 
‗Family as Strategy in the Roman Empire and Early 
Christianity.‘ It was a lively three-day event with par-
ticipants from Europe, the US, Canada and South Africa. 
Postgraduate students from South Africa and African 
countries such as Kenya, Uganda and Zimbabwe were also 
given funding and the chance to present papers. Everyone 
from around the world was made to feel most welcome.  

 

I flew into Johannesburg airport very early in the morning 
of October 14th. Most conference delegates were arriving 
within 90 mins of one another, so our hosts met us at the 
recently refurbished airport and were planning to drive us 
to Pretoria. However, we had an unexpected four hour wait 
as one of the organisers of the conference negotiated with 
South African immigration over the visa of another 
conference participant. She lived and worked in England 
but had a US passport that did not have the requisite 
number of blank pages in it. None of us were aware that 
passports were required to have a minimum number of 
blank pages in them, and I‘m sure many countries would 
not enforce this rule. But at Johannesburg airport on 
October 14th an immigration official decided that my poor 
colleague had broken a serious rule and should be 
transported straight back to England. It took hours of 
negotiation before clearance was granted (alternative 
transport had been called for the rest of us after four 
hours). The issue was resolved only with the intervention of 
the US consulate who promised to add ten brand new 
pages to the passport the following day. 

The drive from Johannesburg to Pretoria gave us an insight 
into the preparations for the 2010 World Cup. Road works 
and building works were everywhere, and seemed at odds 
with the some of the surrounds. The University of South 
Africa is located in the suburb of Pretoria, about a 20 
minute drive from Johannesburg. All the houses around the 
university (and elsewhere I gather) were surrounded by 
fences topped by enormous amounts of barbed wire. We 
stayed at a local guest house, also adorned with barbed 
wire, and were not allowed to venture beyond gates without 
our hosts. Our outing that first day was a quick trip to the 
local mall/shopping centre. Inside were guards and metal 
detectors, though the atmosphere was relaxed and friendly. 
We were then taken to the Santa Sophia Conference Centre 
at Waterkloof (in the grounds of a lovely monastery) twice 
a day, once for the conference, then again for dinner in the 
evening. We experienced three spectacular storms in the 
evenings (amazing lightening — one strike just missed the 
pool, another hit the office building and shorted out the 
internet service). Unfortunately I didn‘t get to go on the 
outing to the Pilanesberg Game Reserve as I had to fly 
back to UQ to teach. I made some interesting friends at 
this conference and would like to return one day to explore 
both Johannesburg and Pilanesberg. 

Janette McWilliam 

 

From Edinburgh 
The wind was cutting cold. Every second minute or so 
freezing rain washed over the platform. Once on the train, 
the conversation was of a braw summer ending - even 
though it was still mid-July.  

 

As luck would have it I had flown into Edinburgh as Arctic 
gales were blowing away memories of a fortnight of 
sunshine and temperatures reaching the high twenties. Still, 
there was a warm welcome awaiting delegates to the 2010 
European Society of Oceanists Conference across the Firth 
of Forth at the University of St. Andrews. 

 

The University of St. Andrews might seem an unusual 
venue for the 2010 European Society of Oceanists 
Conference; but this ancient university — one of Europe‘s 
oldest — has a small, dynamic centre for Pacific Studies 
with strong research interests in Melanesia. The Pacific 
Centre‘s staff and students ensured the conference was one 
of the most memorable in the Society‘s history — not least 
because of the opportunities they gave scholars from 
various parts of Oceania to experience Scots culture. Many 
of us found Haggis, neeps and tatties more enjoyable fare 
than we imagined. And remarkable similarities between 
Caledonian and Pacific dancing were discovered (after a 
third tumbler of whisky). 

  

But amidst the dancing there was talking.  
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I had been invited to St Andrews to talk about the 
problems currently faced by Aboriginal Australian people in 
securing the return of bodily remains of their ancestral dead 
from European museums and medical schools over the 
past twenty years.  

 

As I explained in my paper, the struggle by Aboriginal 
people to secure the return of the dead and their 
possessions began in earnest in the early 1970s. But it was 
not until the late 1980s that European museums started to 
question the ethics of preserving crania and other bodily 
remains for scientific research in the face of community 
demands for their reburial. And it was in Scotland that the 
first large scale repatriation occurred, in September 1991, 
with the return of the remains from the bodies of around 
250 people from collections within the Anatomy 
Department of Edinburgh University.  

 

Since the early 1990s, the repatriation of Aboriginal bodily 
remains from European museums and medico-scientific 
institutional collections has taken place amidst growing 
recognition of indigenous peoples‘ rights to ownership and 
determination of the fate of ancestral remains and other 
property of religious significance. A major turning point, 
moreover, occurred in 2000 when Aboriginal people gained 
national government support in securing the return of the 
dead. Starting with the government of the United 
Kingdom, the Australian government has since 
progressively secured the support of European states for 
the repatriation of Aboriginal remains over the past decade.  

 

At St. Andrews, I sketched the history of the Australian 
government‘s involvement in repatriation; but my main 
concern was to draw attention to the fact that the most 
significant problem which Aboriginal claimants have 
confronted in securing the return of the dead since the 
1970s remains has yet to be seriously addressed. This is the 
lack of a comprehensive inventory detailing where remains 
currently are, and when, where and how they were 
originally procured.  

 

Given how repatriation has been represented in popular 
media over the past decade, one could be forgiven for 
thinking that within the next five or so years few if any 
remains will continue to be held in European scientific 
collections. Since the early 1990s, over a thousand 
provenanced and unprovenanced crania and other bodily 
structures have been repatriated from overseas institutions, 
with ninety-four percent being de-accessioned from 
museum and medical school collections in the United 
Kingdom. However, in reality there is uncertainty as to the 
actual number, location and provenance of remains in 
European collections. The Federal Department of Families, 
Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
(FaHCSIA), which has administered the Australian 
Government‘s Overseas Repatriation Program since 2005, 

estimates that at least a thousand, and possibly as many as 
three thousand, remains have yet to be found.  

 

Remarkably, neither FaHCSIA nor any other government 
agency has undertaken or commissioned historical research 
to locate and identify these remains. What information 
FaHCSIA currently has on the present whereabouts and 
provenance of remains is based on research conducted in 
the late 1980s by Carol Cooper.  

 

Essentially, FaHCSIA staff have contacted overseas 
institutions whose collections Cooper surveyed, requesting 
they supply what they know about Australian remains they 
might hold.  

 

This was a sensible thing to do, but should have been 
merely the first phase of more exhaustive inquiries, ideally 
undertaken by researchers skilled in the investigation of 
medico-scientific history.  

 

The problem is firstly that it trusts too much in the 
advances in the use of digital technologies made by 
museums, universities and medico-scientific institutes. 
Since the mid-1990s many such institutions have created 
electronic inventories of their holdings. But these databases 
are rarely more than basic inventories. They rarely 
incorporate additional relevant documentary evidence held 
by the institution in question, and none reference 
information held in other libraries or archives. 

 

A further shortcoming is the reliance on Cooper‘s 1989 
report, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Collections in 
Overseas Museums. For all its virtues, Cooper‘s report is a 
broad overview of ethnological collections beyond 
Australia. And human remains have rarely been seen and 
catalogued as ethnological items. They were overwhelming 
procured for and consigned to collections of natural history 
or comparative anatomical specimens in the hope they 
would provide important clues into the origins and 
evolutionary genealogy of the human species.  

 

What is more, notably in provincial continental Europe, 
there are many small local natural history museums, 
medical and scientific collections which were created during 
the course of the nineteenth century. Many of these 
collections are idiosyncratically or poorly catalogued, and 
likely to remain so for the foreseeable future. And yet by 
virtue of their association with naturalists, missionaries, 
travellers and anthropologists who visited Australia in the 
19th and early 20th centuries, these collections may well 
contain ancestral remains, and moreover, possess 
documentation helping establish the provenance of what 
they and possibly other collections hold.  

 

The thrust of my paper, then, was to argue the case for the 
Australian government supporting a more historically 
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informed, exhaustive research venture aimed at locating 
and identifying the thousand to three thousand Aboriginal 
remains that as yet lie undiscovered in European 
collections. Currently the paper is being read for 
publication; but more importantly an edited version of the 
piece has been circulating as a discussion paper. Hopefully 
it might generate interest in undertaking research that 
clearly must be done. 

Paul Turnbull 

 

In progress...  
I am currently researching a biography of Australian 
philosophers Richard Routley/Sylvan and Val Routley/ 
Plumwood. One of the delightful characters that regularly 
pops up is the logician Bob Meyer, who came out to 
Australia to work with Sylvan‘s Canberra Logic Group in 
the early 1970s.  

 

Meyer himself was a remarkable man. According to a 
former student and colleague, later the President of Indiana 
University, Michael McRobbie, he was, quite simply, one of 
those rare things, ‗a genius‘. Trained in theology at Prince-
ton, he learnt Japanese and headed to Osaka, Japan, in the 
late 1950s as a missionary to teach Christianity to workers 
in the labour movement there. However, questioning his 
religious foundations led him to the study of philosophy 
and, eventually, non-classical logic at Pittsburgh in the mid-
1960s. From there, he came to Canberra to work with 
Sylvan in the early 1970s. 

 

Nuel (‗Noodles‘) Belnap recounted visiting his friend Meyer 
and the Canberra Logic Group in the mid-1970s. He was 
working together with Meyer on some outstanding issues in 
relevant logic from their days together in Pittsburgh where 
Belnap was now Professor. 

 

―Our plan involved frequent consultation. The difficulty 
was, of course, that Bob was essentially nocturnal, whereas 
I sleep at night.  

 

Here is how it worked. In the morning, I would come into 
the University, work through the day, and then have some 
supper. Bob would appear about 8:00 p.m., and we would 
consult with each other between 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. At 
that point, I would go to bed, whereas Bob would work 
through the night. At the time, Bob was working on a 
major paper, the length of which extended into three digits. 
The first day, when I came into the office in the morning, 
there were waiting for me three or four pages of perfect 
typescript that he had generated during the night. The 
magic was this. The same thing happened day after day. 
Each morning, there would be another three or four pages 
of faultless typescript. At first it appeared to me as if the 
paper were unrolling like a window blind. But no: I even-

tually saw that, for example, definitions entered on page 
two would not be used for a long, long time, but would 
only be seen to be essential on, say, page thirty-five. The 
conclusion was that Bob had the entire paper in his mind. 
It was only the typescript that came into existence bit by 
bit.  

 

He already knew, when writing page two what would be 
required on page thirty-five. From the beginning, Bob had 
before his mind the entire one-hundred-plus-page canvas. I 
have never seen the like.‖ 

 

And he found unique ways of engaging with his children — 
of whom he had ten and to whom he was devoted. For 
example, he commented privately once that his daughter 
Dorothy would be coming to spend a few weeks with him 
soon. 

 

―We‘ll try to crack Goldbach‘s Conjecture [one of the great 
unsolved mathematical problems of all time] on which 
we‘ve been working since she was eight years old - but the 
US$1M prize for its solution expires next month. (The 
glory remains!)‖ 

 

Kind, gentle and hilariously funny, and the self-styled 
‗Maximum Leader of the Logicians Liberation League‘, his 
wit was legendary. 

Dominic Hyde 

 

Conferences in Papua New Guinea 
I lived in Papua New Guineas in the 1980s and was last 
there in 2002. In 2010 I managed to attend two conferences 
in PNG in quick succession. In September I attended the 
19th biennial Pacific History Conference at the University of 
Goroka, and managed to fit in one day of the biennial 
Goroka Show. Then in October I attended a Pacific-Asia 
Partnerships in Resource Development Conference at 
Divine Word University in Madang. Papua New Guinea is a 
nation of five million people, the vast majority of whom 
still live by a combination of subsistence agriculture and 
cash cropping. Literacy rates are low and there is a frontier 
style to it all. The people are lovely, nothing ever quite 
works properly, everyone usually muddles through, and 
patience is a virtue. 

 

Goroka is a pretty but small town in the New Guinea 
Highlands, situated at 5,000 feet above sea level. The tourist 
publicity claims that Goroka has the best climate in the 
world and is not far wrong. The Highlands was not known 
to outsiders until the 1930s and the towns are largely a 
product of the 1950s and beyond. The highway only links 
the towns to Lae on the north coast and most access is still 
by air. The towns were built around airstrips; Goroka is 
divided in half by the strip. There is one long-established 
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hotel, the Bird of Paradise, but I could not get a booking 
there so went to the Pacific Gardens hotel a little further 
out of town, in a nice setting. It is owned by the Governor 
of the Province and his brother, both Australian-born. The 
manager brother drives a new Mercedes with two bullet-
hole stickers on it, which I suppose is better than the real 
thing. The room was reasonable, actually very comfortable 
as it had a balcony, but I did not have my mobile phone 
connected to Global Roaming and the hotel never did 
manage to connect IDD to my room phone, no matter 
how many times I asked. My contact with UQ was limited 
to computers at UG during the conference; strangely, I 
quite enjoyed the isolation. There are no taxis in Goroka. 
The hotels are friendly to each other (it probably helps to 
keep tourist out of trouble) and will run guests between the 

two hotels; or at least this 
occurs with a small bribe to the 
drivers. I have included a photo 
of the hotel security staff with 
yours truly. The guards carry 
bows and arrows, much more 
effective than modern wea-
pons, and cheaper to maintain. 
I asked one what happened if 

he caught someone breaking in: he said that he would ―kill‖ 
the person. Now, in tok pisin (Pigeon English) ―kill‖ just 
means to hit; but when questioned over the nature of the 
―kill‖ his reply was, no, ―killem die‖ which means that he 
would shoot his arrow to kill. I slept better at night with 
this information. 

 

The PHA conference was quite a spectacle. We were 
escorted in by Western Highlanders in full traditional dress, 
and several of the conference presentations were about 

customary matters, including a 
fascinating one from the Sepik River 
area which explained how slit drum 
communication works and the 
myriad messages that can be sent. 
There were more dancing and 
cultural presentations at the lunch 
breaks. I gave one of the keynote 
papers on the first day, on aspects of 
labour in Melanesia, and on the 

second day presented another paper on a set of 1870s 
memoirs that I am editing (with others) for the Queensland 
Museum. The conference lasted from Monday to Friday; 
then Saturday and Sunday were the Goroka Show. Those 
of you who think it was like Brisbane‘s Ekka should think 
again. The Highlands show has been running for forty 
years; every other year it is in Mount Hagen, a neighbouring 
town. It is the time when people from all over the 
Highlands arrive to compete for dancing and dress prizes. 
You will never see more humans decked in feathers and 
gleaming with coconut oil than at the Highlands shows. 
Tens of thousands of birds die to make the splendid bilas 
(decoration). Many of the feathers come from the famed 
Birds of Paradise, which are only found in New Guinea and 

a few off-shore islands. The feathers are stored for years in 
sealed bamboo tubes place in the rafters of houses.  

 

Imagine 10,000 yelling, chanting and dancing men, women 
and children all in a showgrounds. Their entry takes around 
an hour and a half and the tumult is extraordinary. Tourists 
come from all over the word to the event. It is a tiring day 
for spectators as well as participants. There was a small riot 
as we were leaving and no transport (the hotel was 
supposed to pick us up but did not) so we hitched a ride 
with a UNICEF worker in a Hilux. I am used to 
unpredictable PNG crowds from my years living there in 
the 1980s. The only way to go is to wind up your windows, 
lock the doors and drive fast through the crowd. We got 
back to the hotel safely, with lots or photos and video 
footage from the day. My last Goroka Show was in 1984; 
nothing much seemed to have changed. 

 

The Madang trip in October was less eventful, unless you 
count Air Niugini‘s irregular service as an event. I flew up 
via Cairns to Port Moresby, then was told that the flight to 
Madang had been cancelled. Air Niugini put me up in the 
airport hotel in a grand room (so big that it had two TVs, 
one in the bedroom and one on the living room). The catch 
was that I had to get up at 3.00 am to be ready for the 
replacement flight. Having arrived at Brisbane airport at 
5.00 am the day before, I was not amused, but managed to 
get to the Madang Resort Hotel for breakfast, and the 
conference began an hour later. Divine Word University (as 
you might guess) is run by the Catholic Church. It is 
probably the best university in PNG these days (there are 
now six). Madang is a lovely old German New Guinea 
town on the north coast of New Guinea: it began as 
Friedrich Wilhelmshafen in Kaiser Wilhelmsland in 1891. 
There is a new large five story office complex built by 
Ramu Nickel, a Chinese company, but apart from that 
nothing seems to have changed much in the last ten years. 
It‘s a safe town, not something I could say about Goroka, 
and its fun to stroll around and go to the market. It has a 
relaxed Pacific feel to it, and since Rabaul on New Britain 
Island was devastated by a volcanic eruption in the early 
1990s, Madang would win the best town in PNG award. 

 

The conference was sponsored by AusAID, ANU and UoT 
Sydney. Most of the papers were on PNG, although mine 
was on Asian investment in Solomon Islands. On the trip 
home I was very wary, and had booked a flight out Madang 
at 11.00 am. Others at the conference had booked a 5.00 
am flight and were laughing, teasing that the 11.00 am folk 
would not be flying. When I got to the airport they were 
still there, and a bit frayed around the edges, as their flight 
had been chancelled. The tip home to Brisbane was 
uneventful. PNG is a magical place when all goes well. 

Clive Moore 
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Gone Fishing... 

Report from the Field  
For the past year I have been researching the impact of 
fisheries change on inshore fishers, their families and 
fishing-related businesses in three Queensland regions with 
Helen Johnson and Wolfram Dressler from the School of 
Social Sciences. We have conducted 60 in-depth face-to-
face interviews in Moreton Bay, Hervey Bay and the 
Burdekin (Ayr and Townsville). These areas were chosen as 
case studies of what happens in fishing communities when 
marine protected areas are introduced or rezoned, as has 
occurred in the Moreton Bay Marine Park, the Great Sandy 
Marine Park in Hervey Bay and the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park.  

 

The study was funded by the federal government‘s 
Fisheries Development and Research Corporation, and our 
research partner is the Queensland Seafood Industry 
Association, the commercial fishers‘ professional body.  

 

The Fishers who we interviewed work in the net, line and 
crab fisheries targeting different crab species and a variety 
of fin and reef fish. All have suffered in various ways not 
only from the implementation of marine parks, which has 
banned fishing in ‗green‘ or ‗no-take‘ zones (often where 
the best fish are located), but also from an increasing raft of 
fisheries regulations, policy changes, reviews and 
restructures.  

 

The accumulated effects of these changes have caused 
considerable economic and personal hardship for fishers 
and their families. Health and welfare concerns such as 
stress, depression, anxiety, grief and despair, and even 
suicide, have sharply risen in consequence of changes in the 
industry. These matters of the heart, soul and spirit have 
been profoundly moving to listen to, and I am increasingly 
grateful to the men and their wives who have shared their 
stories and heartaches with me. Men do not often talk 
about their innermost feelings with strangers, and I feel 
privileged to have been able to meet with them. 

 

When you are next eating locally wild-caught Queensland 
fish — if you can find it, since it is not readily available in 
supermarkets — it is worth thinking about the people 
whose lives are intimately involved with the resource, and 
who wish there was an effective marketing and distribution 
campaign to promote and sell their local seafood. With 
competition from cheap overseas (and unsustainable) 
imports and farmed products like prawns and barramundi, 
with rising fuel and labour costs for prawn and scallop 
trawlers, and the lack of outlets for their local product 
(although much is exported), the future, many believe, is 
not so healthy. 

 

All commercial fishers in Queensland (and the rest of 
Australia) work to strict sustainable fishing policies 

developed under the rubric of ecologically sustainable 
development or ESD. ESD comprises economic, ecological 
and social components. But the problem we found is that 
the social aspects of ESD — the health, well-being and 
quality of life aspects — are largely neglected in policy-
making and stakeholder consultations. Thus little research 
has been undertaken into the social, community, family and 
personal effects of major policy change affecting fisheries 
in Queensland.  

 

All fishers we interviewed are totally committed to 
sustainable goals and support environmental and 
biodiversity protection through marine parks, but they 
oppose the way the marine park zones are currently 
researched and implemented.  

 

Scientific research and management decisions have tended 
to ignore the experience, expertise and knowledge of 
fishers gained over a lifetime, while research on 
collaborations between fishers and scientists from overseas 
shows the benefits of working together and sharing 
knowledges and epistemologies. But that kind of 
collaboration has not often occurred in Queensland for 
marine parks. In fact I have been asked by at least one 
fisheries scientist about how I can work with ‗such 
whingers‘. It is this kind of attitude from the authorities 
that has rankled many of the people we have interviewed in 
the three regions. 

 

Most inshore fishers are single owner operators who have a 
great heritage of family connections to the areas they fish. 
Most began fishing professionally in their teens. They love 
the sea with a passion, but have a love/hate relationship 
with the industry when confronted with the effects of 
change. Many fear the demise of the commercial industry 
and point to the growth of the recreational fishing and 
boating sector and the tourism industry which is seen, 
especially up north, to be increasingly valuable compared 
with the commercial fishing sector. 

 

I set out at the beginning of this research to explore the 
effects of change on the health, well-being and quality of 
life of fishers and their families. It was the heartfelt issues 
and the narratives of fishing experience of life on the water, 
including the emotional, sensuous and spiritual, that I 
wanted to document. I had not expected to become so 
immersed in industrial matters, but discovered as the 
research progressed that the health effects, the stresses and 
strains, the despair and grief, and the effect on families such 
as marriage breakdowns, alcoholism, drug and gambling 
addiction were bound up with the cumulative impacts of 
change.  

 

Those hardest hit, or those less able to cope with the 
effects of change, tend to be the older, long-term, inter-
generational inshore operators whose sons also work in the 
industry. I found they are suffering multiple grievings — 
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over loss of the traditional family fishing grounds, loss of 
pride due to negative community attitudes about 
commercial fishing, loss of identity and dignity over the 
way they feel they have been treated, and the potential 
future loss of the industry itself. 

 

Of course, not all the interviewees have the same 
perception. Many have adapted well to the changes 
although they were initially angry, stressed and frustrated by 
the marine parks rezoning up north and in Moreton Bay. 
The first fisher I interviewed at the beginning of the year 
was furious at what he had experienced. But a few months 
down the track, he has switched species, adapted his fishing 
gear, is earning more, and says he is happier now than when 
he started fishing as a teenager. Hearts break, hearts mend. 
Initial resistance turns to resilience. Fishers are used to 
change — but they fear that too many changes will destroy 
the work they love. So is love enough? 

 

Conferences and Seminars 
I have talked about the commercial fisheries‘ research at 
local and overseas conferences and seminars. For the past 
two years I have been invited to talk about our research at 
seminars on the effects of the Moreton Bay Marine Park 
run by the Dept of Environment and Resource Manage-
ment. This is a time when scientists, economists and social 
scientists all working on the impact of the marine park, get 
together to share their research.  

 

In 2009, I also spoke at two conferences held at the 
University of Amsterdam. The first was organised by the 
MARE Centre for Maritime Research at the University on 
fisheries and the marine environment and I gave a 
presentation on our research on the ‗Human Dimensions 
of the Moreton Bay Marine Park‘. The conference opening 
and the wonderful Turkish dinner were both held in 
different old and beautiful churches. A main focus of the 
conference was on fisheries decline and the role of marine 
national parks, so the study we did for the Qld. Dept of 
Environment and Resource Management fitted in well and 
was well-received. 

 

A week later and the next conference was held in the 
exactly the same place at the Uni of Amsterdam. This was 
the annual conference of the International Society for the 
Study of Religion, Nature and Culture. I spoke on the 
nexus between recreational and commercial fishing and the 
fishers‘ spiritual, emotional and sensual connections to the 
sea and other wild aquatic fishing environments. I also 
presented on the Spiritual Dimensions of the Brisbane 
River at that conference as I was hoping to develop that 
area further and wanted some good feedback about the 
study‘s theoretical underpinnings on spirit of place, eco-
habitus, and on the relationship of place attachment to river 
stewardship. 

 

That idea has now flourished into three studies, the first is a 
small study on the social and spiritual dimensions of the 
Brisbane River which is almost completed; the second is a 
larger ARC Linkage grant which examines the values 
people hold about waterways in SE Queensland, from the 
catchments to Moreton Bay; and the third is a grant from 
UQ‘s Climate Change Institute on a related theme, but this 
time we‘ll be conducting a number of ‗Citizen‘s Panels‘, 
again from the catchment along the river to the Bay. Both 
larger grants also interdisciplinary and involve staff from 
the School of Integrative Systems, the School of Social 
Sciences at UQ as well as the Dept. of Environment and 
Resource Management, Healthy Waterways, SEQ 
Traditional Owners and Griffith University‘s National 
Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility. 

Sylvie Shaw 

 

Musings of a Clown 
If you ever come to investigate the importance of clowns in 
any culture or setting, you will automatically be branded 
‗the clown‘. It has happened before but perhaps not so 
clearly as last weekend in Melbourne when I visited my 
brother to lend a hand with the Scandinavian Jul Basar 
(Christmas Bazaar). Not a hint of ‗Do you mind?‘ or ‗What 
do you think?‘ Just a straight ‗You are the clown for the 
weekend. We have a costume and shoes.‘ As if it would 
somehow make it better and soften the blow, they added: 
‗It is a Swedish clown costume. Yellow and blue with one 
yellow and one blue shoe!‘ The thrill I felt, shown by a 
raised eyebrow, was there for all to see but they were too 
busy to notice.  

 

I suppose he is my younger brother after all so it is to be 
expected that, placed in a position of authority, being the 
vicar of the Swedish Church in Australia and New Zealand, 
when given a chance, he would place me in a clown 

costume and show me the lollies 
I was to hand out to 
unsuspecting young and old 
visitors. There was a ‗You know 
what to do. You have shown me 
enough photos of clowns in 
Bhutan!‘ My thoughts went 
straight to the excellent Swedish 
knives on sale. Here was my 
chance to carve a wooden 
phallus and wave it in peoples‘ 
faces. This would be accom-

panied by gestures and simulated actions. Having thought 
of it, I decided not to risk being arrested for obscene 
behaviour at this point. I was to be funny, but not that 
funny. For the Scandinavians sex is serious adult business 
only. I became aware how very far I was from Bhutan.  
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I stuck to handing out lollies and cracking jokes in Swedish, 
Danish, Norwegian, Finnish, German, French and English; 
funnily enough, none in Dzongkha. The interesting thing is 
that you can crack the same jokes in Swedish, Danish and 
Norwegian as the idea in all these countries is that your 
neighbours are somewhat simple and dim-witted. ‗What is 
written at the bottom of a Swedish/Danish/Norwegian 
bottle?‘ ‗Please, open at the other end!‘ You know the kind 
of jokes.  

 

Anyway, back to handing out lollies. The range from ‗May I 
please have a lolly?‘ to the uninvited dirty hand, having just 
wiped away the odd bit of snot, that rummage around in 
the basket to find a big or red lolly (it is amazing how 
popular red lollies are) was well covered and many were the 
parents who told their child not to touch all the lollies. 
‗Don‘t worry, everyone else has!‘ was my response if the 
parent looked like he or she was up for a joke. Some 
children decided that the lolly they had chosen was not 
good enough and placed it back in the basket to the 
obvious embarrassment of the parent and merriment of 
others watching. The ‗five-second-rule‘ for dropped lollies 
became the ‗fraction-of-a-second-rule‘ to recover the 
somewhat second-hand lolly that had found its way back 
into the basket. I hope no one got sick. Then again, with 
the quantities of Norwegian waffles, Danish pastries and 
Haribo lollies, Swedish cinnamon buns, Finnish Fazer 
sweets, ice creams and soft drinks that was consumed, I 
doubt that anyone would trace the cause of suspected food 
poisoning later in the day back to the lollies in the basket of 
the smiling Swedish clown. I reckon I am safe for now.  

 

‗Will you be back next year? We need a good clown!‘ Do 
you go back into the lion‘s den if you survived the first time 
in there? I have to think about that one. 

Hakan Sandgren 

 

Christmas funnies 
What did the guest sing at the Eskimo‘s Christmas party? 

Freeze a jolly fellow! 

What party game did Jekyll like best? 

Hyde and Seek! 

Did you hear about the man who went to the fancy dress 
party as a bone? 

A dog ate him in the hall! 

Why couldn‘t the butterfly go to the Christmas ball? 

It was a moth ball! 

How did the chickens dance at the Christmas party? 

Chick to chick! 

Did you hear about Dracula‘s Christmas party? 

It was a scream! 

Did you hear about the party with lots of fireworks, 
balloons & crackers? 

It went with a bang! 

What did Dracula say at the Christmas party? 

Fancy a bite? 

Why couldn‘t the skeleton go to the Christmas Party? 

He had no body to go with!  

(Apologies!) 

 

Words Fail... 
 

 

 


